Effect of oil of hydnocarpus on wound healing.
Oil of hydnocarpus has been replaced by other chemotherapeutic agents which have a better mycobactericidal effect. However, none of the currently used antileprosy drugs has been reported to have a positive effect in wound healing. Anecdotal reports claim that leprosy patients who have taken capsules containing oil of hydnocarpus orally have shown more rapid wound healing than those not receiving it. In view of these reports, a pilot experimental study was undertaken to determine the effect of the oil of hydnocarpus in wounds experimentally inflicted on male Wistar rats. The wound-healing effect of oil of hydnocarpus was studied with reference to collagenation and the strength of the scar tissue. The drug-treated group showed a significant increase in body weight and strength of scar tissue in the incision model and, also, increased strength of the collagen tissue and hydroxyproline content in the dead space model. The results of this pilot study indicate that the oil of hydnocarpus, which also has antileprotic activity, could be a useful adjunct in the healing of wounds and ulcers in leprosy patients.